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‘The Shores of the Familiar’ : A permanent public art commission for the Cambridge Lane / Cowcaddens pedestrian underpass, Glasgow
Commission
:
Sited at Cowcaddens Underground Station : the Cambridge Lane /




Cowcaddens pedestrian underpass, Glasgow

Viewing
:
Completion and viewing of permanent artwork from 13th December

Event to celebrate the opening of the new commissioned work:
Event

:
CCA1: on Thursday 13th December 2007  

When

:
7pm – 9pm

Programme
:


7.15 Introduction to Project; David Lamont, General Manager, British Waterways Scotland

7.20 Opening address; Bailie Matheson, Glasgow City Councillor

7.25 Art Commissioning; David Harding OBE, Artist

8.30
Closing Address; Steve Inch, Executive Director, Development and Regeneration Services, Glasgow City Council

Background
The Shores of the Familiar is a permanent public artwork by artist Ruth Barker, commissioned for the Cambridge Lane / Cowcaddens pedestrian underpass by the Glasgow Canal Regeneration Partnership (a joint venture between ISIS and Glasgow City Council, supported by British Waterways Scotland) and enabled through RMJM Art Commissioning.

For the Cambridge Lane / Cowcaddens pedestrian underpass commission, the artist produced 15 original pen and ink drawings of organic forms inspired by the flora and fauna of Britain’s freshwater habitats.  These drawings have been screenprinted onto white vitreous enamel panels and will form a gateway from Glasgow’s city centre to the Speirs Locks area and Glasgow’s canal network.

“Seeing the artist only as a maker of objects and non-artists only as consumers rather than as participants in a cultural process or event is a rather outdated concept, and if art can and does become an engagement of the social imagination; networks and neighbourhoods and the people of a city can begin to feel that their sense of place and community is reinforced and enriched”.

Sam Ainsley (Artist, co-founder and former head of the Master of Fine Art course at The Glasgow School of Art).

Ruth Barker, Artist Statement 
Thinking about art as an investigative act is a way of thinking about how we might come to terms with the imagining of the world.  The history of art becomes a history of these acts of investigation, which we can both build on and critique in order to refine.
The making of marks and objects can be seen as the moment of lending form to darkness and her own practice, partly formally and partly autobiographical, uses this as a way to approach images of Death and Nothingness.  Her work often contains a tension between that which can that that which cannot be controlled.  The world leaves a series of stains and thumbprints on an idea.

Her studio routine is to work on a series of related pieces simultaneously.  She works intuitively and labour-intensively, producing a larg volume of objects and drawings that are then edited and contextualised.
History

As part of the £84.5m Millennium Link Restoration Project, the Forth and Clyde Canal was re-opened in 2002.  In mid 2003, Glasgow City Council committed funding to enable the reconnection of the link between Speirs Wharf and Port Dundas.  This link has restored the entire length of the Glasgow branch as a navigable route, allowing canal traffic to berth within a short walk of the city centre.

However public awareness of the new canal quarter is low and RMJM were commissioned to design proposals to link this new waterside district back into the city centre.  These design proposals have been developed in partnership with GCC Land and Environmental Services to create a network of upgraded footpaths, cycleways, lighting and planting.

The underpass forms the starting point of this new route to the canal and its significance has been highlighted by RMJM’s Art Commissioning strand enabling Ruth Barker to create a site specific artwork : “Shores of the Familiar”.  Ruth’s abstract depictions of the flora and fauna of the waterway create a sense of anticipation of the route’s destination and at the same time create a sense of place in its own right, where passers by capture a glimpse into the unseen depths of the canal system.
Commissioning an artist in this manner has added a dynamic, exciting aspect to this landscape scheme and has provided Glasgow with a permanent artwork from one of the city’s most promising emerging artists.

“Ruth Barkers drawings are simply beautiful. 
Her drawings have a lightness of touch that adds magic to her subject. Her fragile hand drawn line work is perfectly ‘imperfect’ and makes her subject matter appear to vibrate and come to life: one is almost convinced that an insect leg might move or feelers twitch.  This project is public art commissioning at its best, thoughtful, unpretentious, accessible but most of all just beautiful”.

Paul Stallan, Design Director, RMJM Europe
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Notes to the Editor

RMJM & RMJM Art Commissioning

RMJM is a UK-based international firm of architects with offices across the UK, Asia and the Middle East.  In December 2001, RMJM created an integrated Art Commissioning services – the only one of its kind in the UK within an architectural practice.  This service further enhances RMJM’s multidisciplinary approach and close ties with the art community.

RMJM’s Art Commissioning is committed to enabling excellent creative outcomes that embrace, promote and support contemporary visual art practice in its widest forms. With a base in Glasgow, working across the UK and internationally, our approach, vision and results and absolutely rigorous for each and every project.

Journalists are warmly invited to the celebratory event that will enable an overview of the commission and view the original drawings and / or review the permanent commission at Cowcaddens Underground Station from 13th December.

For further information, please contact: Deborah Kell, RMJM Art Commissioning

T: 0141 275 3410   E: d.kell@rmjm.com
www.rmjm.com






